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1) BRICS from above 





Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

• Jacob Zuma (SA) 
• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 

again and again, they do this to us 



Environmental Performance Index trends, 2012 

Countries rapidly 
declining in EPI 

BRICS: unsustainable development 



http://www.stat.yale.edu/cgi-bin/R/cpmain?iso=ZAF 

Overall environment 



http://www.stat.yale.edu/cgi-bin/R/cpmain?iso=ZAF 

Climate change 



SA corporates’ extraction, retail-based deindustrialisation, NEPAD/APRM, 
land-grabbing, neo-colonial infrastructure, Bilateral Investment Treaties 



Pretoria’s choice:  
 
 
 
 
 
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala  

Brasilia’s choice:  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Jose Antonio Ocampo 

Moscow backed  
Washington’s choice:  
Jim Yong Kim 





BRICS are the main reason Africa’s vote cannot 
increase at Bretton Woods Institutions 

and India, Brazil and SA 
cannot join UN Security 

Council because Russia and 
China won’t support them 



‘Useful  Africa’ 
Source: Le Monde 
Diplomatique, Feb 2011 

‘SSA’ 



Mbeki as viewed by The Economist 

      

 

where does  
NEPAD fit? 



 New Partnership 
for Africa’s 
Development is 
‘philosophically 
spot on’  

- Walter Kansteiner, US 
State Dep't, 2003 

 

abolishing – or polishing – the 
chains of global apartheid? 



NEPAD suggests privatisation of 
infrastructure and social services  

      

 

• '106. ... Promote PPPs as a promising vehicle for attracting 
private investors, and focus public funding on the pressing 
needs of the poor, by building capacity to implement and 
monitor such agreements;' 

 
• '154. ... The next priority is the implementation of a Public- 

Private sector partnership (PPP) capacity-building 
programme through the African Development Bank and 
other regional development institutions, to assist national 
and sub-national governments in structuring and regulating 
transactions in the provision of infrastructural and social 
services.' 

 



‘good governance’: NEPAD’s Zim test 

      

 

• Dave Malcomson of 
the NEPAD 
secretariat 
(responsible for int’l 
liaison and co-
ordination): 

‘Wherever we 
go, Zimbabwe 
is thrown at us 
as the reason 
why NEPAD’s a 
joke.’ -- Business Day, 

28 March 2003. 

 



THE NEW PARTNERSHIP FOR AFRICA’S DEVELOPMENT 

Codesria and Third World Network-Africa  
Declaration on Africa's development challenges, 26/4/02 

      

 

The most fundamental flaws of Nepad, which reproduce the central 
elements of the World Bank's Can Africa Claim the 21st Century? and the 
ECA's Compact for African Recovery, include: 

–  (a) the neo-liberal economic policy framework at the heart of the plan, 
which repeats the structural adjustment policy packages of the preceding 
two decades and overlooks the disastrous effects of those policies; 

–  (b) the fact that in spite of its proclaimed recognition of the central role 
of the African people to the plan, the African people have not played any 
part in the conception, design and formulation of Nepad; 

–  (c) notwithstanding its stated concerns for social and gender equity, it 
adopts the social and economic measures that have contributed to the 
marginalisation of women; 



Codesria and Third World Network-Africa  
Declaration on Africa’s development challenges, 26/4/02 

      

 

–  (d) that in spite of claims of African origins, its main targets are 
foreign donors, particularly in the G8; 

–  (e) its vision of democracy is defined by the needs of creating a 
functional market; 

–  (f) it under-emphasises the external conditions fundamental to 
Africa's developmental crisis, and thereby does not promote any 
meaningful measure to manage and restrict the effects of this 
environment on Africa development efforts. On the contrary, the 
engagement that it seeks with institutions and processes like the 
World Bank, the IMF, the WTO, the United States Africa Growth and 
Opportunity Act, the Cotonou Agreement, will further lock Africa's 
economies disadvantageously into this environment  



‘sub-imperialism’? 
• looting the 

hinterland, e.g. 
South Africa in 
Africa, while 
repatriating profits to 
London, NY, Melbourne 

• legitimation of the 
Washington 
Consensus and 
“international 
community” 
institutions 







2) Marikana lessons 



Tiny 
Roland 



what happened at Marikana on 15 August 2012?  

• former National Union of Mineworkers and ANC general secretary 
• co-owner of Lonmin, paid R3mn/year for “general empowerment advice” 
• incriminating emails asking police and mining ministers for intervention 

Cyril Ramaphosa 
emailing Lonmin about 
August 10-14 violence: 
“The terrible events that 
have unfolded cannot be 
described as a labour 
dispute. They are plainly 
dastardly criminal and 
must be characterised as 
such. There needs to be 
concomitant action to 
address this situation.”  



what happened at Marikana on 16 August 2012?  







Mgcineni 
Noki 











Nomgcobo Jiba Johan Smit 





wildcat strike 
contagion 
starting at 

Lonmin’s mine 
at Marikana 



wildcat strike 
contagion 







women’s power at Marikana 



reproduction of labour power in context of 
residual apartheid-type migrancy 



women’s leadership: the late Paulina Masuhlo, 
ANC town councillor shot by police on 25 August 



women’s courage: march of 800 from Nkaneng to 
Marikana police station, under extreme duress 



women’s courage: march of 800 from Nkaneng to 
Marikana police station, under extreme duress 









World Bank committed 
$150 mn to Lonmin, 2007 



“I am sure that Cecil John 
Rhodes would have given 
his approval to this effort 
to make the South African 
economy of the early 21st 
century appropriate and 

fit for its time.” 
 - Nelson Mandela, launching the Mandela Rhodes Foundation, 25 August 2003  

 

  



 

 Moeletsi Mbeki 
 

“Big companies taking their 
capital out of South Africa are a 

bigger threat to economic 
freedom than ANC Youth League 

president Julius Malema.” 
 



3) SA ‘Resource Cursed’ 



inequality in 2011 
the worst amongst large societies 

Source: World Bank 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/aa/Gini_Coefficient_World_Human_Development_Report_2007-2008.png


overall, SA workers lost wages 
compared to capital’s profits 



from 2008-11, SA lost more 

formal jobs than any G20 

economy aside from Spain 



consumer debt reaches unprecedented heights 

Source: SA Treasury 



 

last year, only Greece had  
higher interest rate (Feb 2011) 



world’s biggest 
property bubble 

389% increase, 1997-2008 

responsible for construction and finance 
being motor of economy and jobs 



extremely high “current account 
deficit”, mainly due to dividend, 

profit and interest outflows 
to formerly SA corporations now 

with financial headquarters in 
London, Melbourne, NYC 

minor trade deficit 



The Economist, 25 Feb 2009 

current account deficit recently left SA 



our financialised economy:  

rapid rise in SA foreign debt, 
from $25 billion in 1994 to $80 billion in June 2010 to 

$115 billion in 2012  



South Africa’s Resource Curse:  
mineral belt and infrastructure 

Marikana 



Africa 
‘Resource 

Cursed’ 

‘Useful Africa’,  
Le Monde 
Diplomatique, 
February 2011 





The Economist 
magazine changes 

its tune 







Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, Tunisia – 1987-2011 
Hosni Mubarak, Egypt – 1981-2011  
Moummar Gaddafi, Libya – 1969-2011 
Meles Zenawi, Ethiopia – 1995-2012  
Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasago, Equatorial Guinea – 1979-present  
Jose Eduardo dos Santos, Angola – 1979-present  
Robert Mugabe, Zimbabwe – 1980-present  
Paul Biya, Cameroon – 1982-present  
Yoweri Museveni, Uganda – 1986-present  
King Mswati III, Swaziland – 1986-present  
Blaise Compaoré, Burkina Fasso – 1987-present  
Omar al-Bashir, Sudan – 1989-present  
Idriss Deby, Chad –1990-present  
Isaias Afewerki, Eritrea –1993-present 
Yahya Jammeh, Gambia – 1994-present  
Paul Kagame, Rwanda – 1994-present 

Resource Curse? tyrants needed! 



with rare exceptions, Obama nurtures Africa’s tyrants 

Yanneh Zenawi Gomes Wade 

Mswati Deby Gaddafi Compaore 

Obiang Kagame 





Africa’s existing oil 

• substantial reserves  

• oil and wars: Sudan, 
Angola, Chad, Congo 

• US imports more 
than 20% from 
Africa 

 

http://www.catholicrelief.org/images/oil/Africa-Map-Web-
PS0301-Da.jpg 

(credit: Horace Campbell) 

http://www.catholicrelief.org/images/oil/Africa-Map-Web-PS0301-Da.jpg
http://www.catholicrelief.org/images/oil/Africa-Map-Web-PS0301-Da.jpg
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http://www.catholicrelief.org/images/oil/Africa-Map-Web-PS0301-Da.jpg
http://www.catholicrelief.org/images/oil/Africa-Map-Web-PS0301-Da.jpg
http://www.catholicrelief.org/images/oil/Africa-Map-Web-PS0301-Da.jpg
http://www.catholicrelief.org/images/oil/Africa-Map-Web-PS0301-Da.jpg
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http://www.catholicrelief.org/images/oil/Africa-Map-Web-PS0301-Da.jpg




1. South Africa       599 

2. Botswana        92 

3. Zambia            75 

4. Ghana             43 

5. Namibia           32 

6. Angola             32 

7. Mali                  29 

8. Guinea          21 

9. Mauritania  20 

 Tanzania  20 

 Zimbabwe  20 

Africa’s 
mining 

production 
by country, 

2008 



it is time to correct GDP bias (global) 
 

A “genuine progress indicator” corrects the bias in GDP Source: redefiningprogress.org  



it is time to correct GDP bias (global) 
 

A “genuine progress indicator” corrects the bias in GDP Source: redefiningprogress.org  



new measurements: against GDP 
 MISSING FROM GDP: 
• resource depletion (crucial to extractivism) 
• air, water, and noise pollution 
• loss of farmland and wetlands 
• unpaid women’s/community work 
• family breakdown, crime 
• other social values 

Genuine 
Progress 
Indicator  

 
towards 

Buen Vivir? 

 





World Bank 
(minimalist) 
adjustments 
to ‘genuine 

savings’ 
fixed capital (-), 
education (+), 

natural resource 
depletion (-), and 

pollution (-) 
 

      

 







multinational corporate profits 
as a percentage of firm equity 

  

 

Source: UN Conference on Trade and Development (2007), World Investment Report 2007, Geneva.  

extractive industries 



South Africa’s natural capital accounts 
a first cut in the World Bank’s Changing Wealth of Nations (2011) 
 
substantial ‘subsoil assets’ within ‘natural capital’, 2005 

depletion of subsoil (mineral) assets = 9% of income 

net decline in SA’s per person wealth: $245   



two BRICS are Resource-Cursed according to 
World Bank’s natural capital accounts 

Changing Wealth of Nations (2011) 
= 



 

‘climate debt’: who owes?  
GreenHouseGas/capita by country 

(2000) 

Australia 
USA 

Saudi Arabia 
Canada 

Kazakhstan 
Russia 

South Africa 



who loses from climate change? 
a ‘Climate Demography Vulnerability Index’ 

 

main losers:  
Central America,  
central South America, 
the Arabian Peninsula, 
Southeast Asia and 
much of Africa 



4) resistances 
 











90 

 
South African campaigns  
for decommodification,  
destratification and the  
deglobalization of capital 
• SA activists turning several ongoing  
struggles to turn basic needs into human rights: 

– free antiretroviral medicines; 
– National Health Insurance; 
– free water (50 liters/person/day); 
– free electricity (at least 1 kWh/c/d); 
– thorough-going land/housing reform; 
– free basic education; 
– renationalisation of Telkom for lifeline phone services; 
– prohibition on services disconnections and evictions;  
– a 'Basic Income Grant' ; and 
– the right to a job! 

• as ‘non-reformist reforms’, all such services should be universal, partly 
financed by penalizing luxury consumption. 

• interlocking/overlapping campaigns – but so far not unified due to 
macropolitical conjuncture (especially sustained Zuma faction within ANC) 



case study of successful  
SA-internationalist social  
movement advocacy for 

AIDS policy and solidarity:  
access to Anti-RetroVirals 

Gugu Dlamini 

•  1990s – US promotes Intellectual Property above all, so monopoly-
patented ARVs cost $10-15,000/person/year – way too expensive! 

• 1997 – SA’s Medicines Act allows ‘compulsory licensing’ (breaking 
patent for generic producers); 

• 1998 – US State Dept counters Medicines Act with ‘full court press’, 
Treatment Action Campaign (TAC) formed, stoning death of AIDS 
activist Gugu Dlamini in her Durban township due to stigmatization 

• 1999 – Al Gore for president, ACTUP! opposition to Gore, Seattle 
WTO protest, Bill Clinton surrender, ‘AIDS dissidents’ emerge  

• 2000 – AIDS conference in Durban, rise of Thabo Mbeki’s denialism 
• 2001 – ‘PMA-SA v Mandela’ lawsuit w Medicines sans Frontiers & 

Oxfam, while TAC imports Thai, Brazilian, Indian generics 



TAC’s Anti-RetroVirals campaign: 
 

 
 
  
 

Zackie Ahmat,  

Nelson Mandela 

• 2001 – Constitutional Court supports nevirapine,  
major World Trade Organisation (TRIPS) concession, Doha 

• 2002 – critiques of Mbeki, Manto Tshabalala-Msimang 
• 2003 – ANC compels change in state policy 
• 2004 – generics produced in SA, global AIDS funds increase 
• 2011 – 1 500 000 public sector recipients of ARVs 
• 2012 threats – fiscal conservatism, Obama’s Pepfar cuts 

strategic successes: 
• dramatic rise in life expectancy 

• policy advocacy success 
• commoning intellectual property 

• decommodification 
• destratification 

• deglobalisation of capital 
• globalisation of solidarity 



5) A bottom-up BRICS? 
 



BRICS Summit, Durban International Convention Centre, 26-27 March 

BRICS in India, 2012 



A call to rebuild BRICS, bottom-up, at Durban summit 
 

Durban’s hosting of the Brazil-Russia-India-China-SA summit in March 
requires critical civil society to share views ranging from local to global. We 
support bottom-up unity of peoples in these countries and their hinterlands, 
collaborating on analysis, advocacy and activism. We will meet in the spirit 
of the World Social Forum which arose to contest the ecologically, socially 
and politically destructive World Economic Forum.  
     Join us to draw the world’s attention to the most dangerous BRICS state 
policies, to corporate and parastatal power plays, and to these countries’ 
extreme uneven development. 



 
1)     socio-economic attacks on the majority, 
including severe inequality, poverty, disease, 
unemployment, violence (especially against 
women), inadequate education, prohibitions on 
labour organising and other suffering;  

2)    political and civil rights violations, such as 
increased securitisation of societies, militarisation 
and arms trading, prohibitions on protest, rising 
media repression and official secrecy, debilitating 
patriarchy and homophobia, activist jailings and 
torture, and even massacres, including in Durban 
where a police hit squad has killed more than 50; 



3)     regional domination by BRICS economies, both 
through corporate exploitation of hinterland 
minerals and oil, and through BRICS promotion of 
‘Washington Consensus’ neoliberalism – for 
example, in the recent donation of $100 billion of 
our taxes to the International Monetary Fund, or in 
the desire of China, Brazil and India to revitalise the 
World Trade Organisation, or in India’s failure – 
because of US pressure – to continue supplying 
generic medicines (especially the AIDS drugs so 
important to us in Durban, with more HIV+ people 
than any other city on earth);  



 
4)     our elites’ orientation to eco-destructive, 
consumerist-centric, financialised, climate-frying, 
nuclear-powered maldevelopment provides record 
corporate and parastatal profits, but is reaching 
crisis proportions in all the BRICS, as witnessed here 
by the Marikana Massacre carried out by police on 
behalf of Lonmin on August 16, and in South Durban 
where $30 billion in white-elephant state 
infrastructure subsidies for chaotic port, freight and 
petrochemical industry expansion (and more labour-
broking exploitation) are now being vigorously 
fought by communities that will be destroyed. 



 It is time the BRICS go under the microscope, along with their so-
called ‘development bank’ (with its disturbing Brazilian, Chinese 
and South African precedents) and the currency cooperation and 
trade deals anticipated from this summit. It is time for popular 
voices to be heard, demanding the BRICS concept be rebuilt bottom 
up, to serve people and planet, not corporate profits, and to include 
our continents’ oppressed peoples and countries at the fore, instead 
of as hinterland appendages to the BRICS regional bullies.  
 

 Join us in Durban, 23-27 March 
 

Initial organisations making this call : Alternative Information and 
Development Centre, Centre for Civil Society (University of KwaZulu-Natal), 
groundWork Friends of the Earth SA, People’s Dialogue, South Durban 
Community Environmental Alliance, Trust for Community Outreach and 
Education. For more information contact Patrick at pbond@mail.ngo.za, Bobby at 

bobby@groundwork.org.za or Desmond at desmond@sdceango.co.za 
 



slides by Patrick Bond 
University of KwaZulu-Natal  

Centre for Civil Society, Durban 
http://ccs.ukzn.ac.za 



• Brutalising  

• Repressive 

• Intensifying 

• Corporate 

• Sub-imperialism 

a new word: “Marikana” 
 
for an old problem: 
another new word: BRICS 


